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SERMON 


Occaſioned by the 


DEATH | 


Of the late ReverinD 


WILLIAMu HARRIS, D. D. 
Who dyed n. 25. 1740. 
At. LXV. 


| By NATHANIEL LARDNER. | 


LONDON: 


Sold by Jos xn Davipson at the Angel, 
and Jon GRay at the Croſs-Keys, both 


in the Poultry, MDCCXL. 


TO THE 


CONGREGATION 
O F 


Proteſtant Di ſſenters, 


Meeting in 
CROUCHED FRYARS, LONDON, 


This SERMON, 


Occafioned by the Dxarn of their late 
Honoured and Worthy Paſtor, 


The Reverend 
Dr. WiLLiaM Harris, 
And Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 


ww 
* 
+ 


E Inſeribed by 


Their humble Servant, 


N. Laxnnes; 


IVhen he hall come to be 2 lori ified i in 


his ſaints, and to be admired in 
all them that believe. 


HEN our Lord comes again, he 
comes to judge the world, and 
to reward every man according 
to his works; as the Apoſtle 
writes in this context to the Chriſtians at 
Theſalonica, who ſuffered perſecution for the 
goſpel : I is @ righteous thing with God to 
recompenſe tribulation to them that trouble you, 
and to you who are troubled reſt with us: when 
the Lord ſhall be revealed from beaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God; and that obey not 
the goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
preſence of the: Lord, and from the glory of bis 
power : when be ſhall come to be glorified in 
bis ſaints, and to be admired in all them that 
B believe: 


Por. J. 


Ads iii. 
21. 


1 ) 
"=" + that is, when he ſhall come to be 
glorified, in the eye -of the whole world, in 
the puniſhments inflicted on the final 2 ir- 
reconcuable enemies of God and religion, 
and in the glorious and happy circumſtances 
of thoſe who have ſincerely embraced the 
truth, and have been under the power and 
influence of it. | 

We may emprove theſe words, by obſery- 
ing and enlarging ſomewhat * theſe three 
propoſitions: 

I. Criſt will come again. 

II. When he comes, he will be glorified 
in the happy and advantageous circumſtances 
of his people. 

III. He will be admired by all who have 
believed in him, and continued faithful to 
the end, 


I. Chrift will come again. This is no lefs 
certain, than that he once dwelt on this earth. 
The time is ſtill a ſecret to us, and perhaps 
to all orders of intelligent creatures. But the 


thing itſelf is undoubted. He will come again 
at the time appointed of the Father, as St. 


Peter obſerves in one of his firſt ſermons after 
the deſcent of the Spirit: m the heavens 


muſt receive, till the time of the reſtitution of 


all 


(3) 
all things. At the very inſtant of his aſcen- 
fon, his diſciples were expreſly aſſured of it 


by two angels: This ſame Teſus, ſay they, 4. 14; 


which is taken up from you into heaven, ſhall 
ſo come in like manner, as ye have ſeen him go 
into begven. Our Lord himſelf often ſpoke 
of it to his diſciples, and with the fulleſt aſ- 


ſurance of the certainty of the event. I go 70 2 xi 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and pre-— 


fare a place for you, Twill come again, and re- 
cerve you to my ſelf, that where T am, there ye 
may be alſo, But he never acquaints them 
with the time. And becauſe, for wiſe rea- 
ſons, that is kept ſecret, he frequently ex- 
horts them to watchfulneſſe and circumſpecti- 
on. Watch therefore, for ye know not what 
bour your Lord doth come . . , Bleſſed is that 
ſervant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall 
find watching , . . . Watch therefore, for ye 
know neither the day, nor the hour, when the 
Son of man cometh. 

But though the time is unknown, the ſe- 
cond coming of their Lord is no leſs the ob- 
ject of the faith of God's people now, than 
his firſt coming was of the ſaints under for- 
mer diſpenſations. And the fulfilment of 
ancient predictions, in his firſt coming, con- 


firms the hope of his appearing again, Nor 


B 2 e 


Pao. II. 


Ws 


is the great deſign of his coming into this 


world as yet accompliſhed. He will there. 
fore certainly come once more, to compleat 
the work he has begun, 

We alſo know ſome of the circumſtances 


of his expected coming, which are very dif. 


ferent from thoſe of the firſt. Then he was 
in the form of a ſervant, Hereafter he will 
appear in the character of the univerſal Lord 
and judge: He will be revealed from heaven 
2th his mighty angels, in flaming fire: He 
comes in the glory of the Father, and all the 
holy angels «01th him: He will fit on the throne 
of his glory, and before him will be Gooey 
all nations. 


II. When Chrift comes again, he wil be glb. 


riſied in the happy and advantageous circum- 


ons in him will then be n and appear 


reflect honour and luſtre upon 


Rances of bis people. Here we may obſerve 
two things: it, what there will be, at that 
time, in their circumſtances, which will reflect 
honour upon him. Sergndly, what perfecti- 


illuſtrious. 
1. Firſt, what there will be, at that time, 

in the circumſtances of his people, that will 

hir. There 


will be ſuch things as theſe ; the __ 


0 ˙ 0 Sf... AE. * 


with it in uninterrupted and endleſs praiſe 


41 
of their holineſſe, their external glory, and 
their great number. 

1.) One thing in Chriff's people, which 
will then reflect honour upon him, is the per- 
fection of their, bolineſſe. They, who then 
appear among his people, and are owned by 
him, are ſuch as had believed in him, and 
ſerved him faithfully in this world, The 
virtue of theſe, which here had ſome alloys 


and imperfections, will then be compleated. 


The church, which he loved, and for hich be E. 
gave himſelf, that he might ſanf#ify and cleanſe *5—*1+ 


it with the waſhing of water by the word, will 
then be preſented to him a glorious church, not 


having ſpot or <orinkle, or any ſuch thing, being 


boly and without blemiſh. 

2.) Another. thing in his people that will 
reflect honour upon him is their external 
glory, or the luſtre of their perſons; their 
bodies being then raiſed up immortal, and no 
more lyable to death, or diſeaſes, Soul and 
body are reunited, freed from all the infir= 
mities of ſinful and mortal fleſh, They have 
enlarged capacities, fitted for the nobleſt ſer- 
vices ; celeſtial minds, and celeſtial bodies: 
bodies no longer clogs to the ſoul in it's divine 
employments, but made fit for a partnerſhip 


and 


( 6 ) 
and happineſle. The repreſentations, which 
the ſcripture gives us of this glory of the 


3 Cor-xv. ſaints, are to this purpoſe : So alſo is the re- 
act Hurrection of the dead: It is ſoon in cor. 


— 


So 


ruption, it is raiſed in mecorruption ; 3 If is 


fown difhonour, it is raiſed m glory ; it is 
Joon in weakneſs, it is raiſed in power ; it 


is ſoum a natural body, it is raiſed a Piri. 
tual body----- The firſt man is of the earth 
earthy, the fecond man is the Lord from 
heaven, And as we have born the image 
of the earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the image 
ns. of the beaveniy Me look for the Saviour, 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, abo ſhall change our 
vile body, that it may be faſtioned like unto 
bis glorious body. So St. Paul. And, fays 


x Jelx ii. another Apoſtle : I does not yet appear, 


what ur ſhall be: but this we know, that 
when be ſhall appear, we ſhall be hike bim, 
for we ſhall ſee bim as be is. 

3.) In the day of his ſecond coming Chriſt 
will be glorifyed in the number and great 
multitude of bis ſaints, He himſelf once ſpoke 


; of his diſciples and people, as a little flock. 


It was ſo then indeed. Few there were that 
believed in him; fewer ſtill, who had the 
courage to own him publicly, and before the 
world, Moſt men were then ignorant of 

him, 


1 
him, or offended at him. And oftentimes 
his profeſſed viſible people have made but 
a ſmall and inconſiderable appearance, in 
compariſon of the reſt of the world. But 
in that day, the number of his redeemed 
ones will appear to be a great multitude; 
when all who have held the faith of Jeſus, 
or dyed in the hope and expectation of him, 
in any age, ſhall be gathered together from 
all the ends of the earth, and ſhall come from 
the eaſt and the weſt to meet their trium- 
phant Lord. Says St. John in the Revela- 
lation: After this I beheld, and o a great Rev. vii. 
multitude, which no man could number, out ® © 
of -all nations and kindred, and people and 
tongues, ſtood before the throne, and before 
the lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands. And they cryed with a loud 
voice, ſaying : Salvation unto our God, which 
fiteth on the throne, and unto the lamb. 

If Chriſt's people and followers ſhould not 
then appear to be ſo numerous, as thoſe who 
have not known him, or not obeyed him; 
yet they may, as they certainly will, be a 
great number, exceeding what the con- 
trated charity, or the melancholy appre- 
henſions of ſome now admit of and ſup- 
pole, There may be many among his 
| | | ſaints, 


(8) 
faints, riot only out of all nations and pes 
ple, but alſo out of all ſets and parties; 
ſome of which were far from being very 
conſpicuous or renowned on this earth, 
There will be many of all ranks, of dif- 
ferent gifts and attainments: Some, of great 
learning, and the moſt exalted capacity; 
who preferred the knowledge of Feſus Chriſt, 
and him crucifyed, above all other ſcience ; 
as beſt ſuited to ſecure the practiſe of virtue, 
and advance it to the greateſt perfection, 
and ſupport the mind under the afflictions 
of this life. Others there will be, of meaner 
capacities, unable by the exerciſe of their 
own reaſon, to trace out the principles and 
obligations of religion and virtue, or to com- 
prehend the abſtruſe ſpeculations, and pro- 
found reaſonings of the philoſophers ; who 
from the doctrine, miraculous works, great 
example, conſpicuous and well-atteſted death 
and reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt, have learn- 
ed the nature and obligation of true reli- 
gion, as conſiſting in the love of God and 
our neighbour, and the certainty of future 
recompenſes, and have been engaged there- 
by to perfect holineſſe in the fear of God, 
Some there will be in this number, who had 


= far from God, and been greatly en- 
_ tangled 


7 
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tangled in the ſnares of an evil world, 


9.) * 
('9 | * 


were in the utmoſt danger of everlaſting per- 


dition; who having been pierced with a ſenſe 


of fin; and drawn by the gracious invitations 
of the goſpel, became ſincere penitents, and 
eminent ſaints: Others, who having been 
educated in the principles of the Chriſtian 
doctrine, and having been from the begin- 
ing under the impreſſions of them, conti- 
nued to walk with Chriſt in white, and kept 
their garments clean, unſpotted from the 
world. There will be heroa glorious appear- 
ance of ſuch as bought the truth, and would 
not ſell it; who took the kingdom of hea- 
ven by violence, and choſe the narrow path 
of virtue that leads to the ſight of God and 
the heavenly life: when they, who ſhould 
have animated and encouraged them by their 
counſel and example, laid obſtacles in their 
way, and would have perſwaded them rather 
to ſcek the caſe, riches; honours and prefer⸗ 
ments of this preſent world. Some there 
will be of large minds, who ſtudied the prin- 
ciples of reaſon and revelation, and were w 
acquainted with the mind of Chriſt ; who here | 
earneſtly recommended general benevolenceg 
promoted peace and friendſhip among inen. 
and happily pie 


contentions and diviſis 
6ns; 


( 10 ) | 
ons. They will have diſtinguiſhed honòur 
in that day. And ſome others, poſſibly, ſhall 
not miſs of the divine favour, who from falſe 
apprehenſions, and a miſtaken zeal, had been 
here too apt to reject ſome, whom they ſhould 
have received as brethren in Chriſt, and heirs 
of the heavenly inheritance. There will be 
ſome, who in this ſtate of trial had done ho- 
nour to religion, by a chearful, as well as 
ſteady obedience. They had a comfortable 
perſwaſion of the divinefayour and acceptance, 
and they rejoiced in hope of the glory of God. 
G. i. 20. They could fay : The hife, which T now live 
in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who hved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
They will triumph and exult, when Chriſt, 
the judge of all, ſhall confirm the teſtimony 
they had in their minds, that zhey were the 
children of God. Others there will be; men 
of true ſimplicity and integrity, but dejected 
and low-fpirited, They hoped, but could 
never fully clear up to their ſatisfaction, that 
they loved God; nor arrive at a ſettled per- 
ſwaſion, that they were loved of him; who, 
Rev. xx. When the books ſhall be opened; will know, 
= ar unſpeakable j joy, that their names alſo 
were writen-in the book of life. There will 
be a peat number, who here on earth were 
; - deſpiſed 


— 1 


(11) 

deſpiſed of men, and lived in mean condition; 
who will be owned by Chriſt for his people, 
as having been reſigned, contented, thankful 
in the circumſtances allotted them by divine * 
providence. There will be many, who had 
honoured the Lord with their ſubſtance, who 
clbthed the naked, fed the hungry, l 4 
fick, and ſpoke comfortably to thoſe who 

caſt down. There will be many who — 


gone through great tribulation, who labored 


and did not faint: a noble and numerous. 
company of martyrs and confeſſors, who took 
joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, or laid. 
down their lives in teſtimony to the truth, 
Will not this multitude of ſuch perſons re- 
fle& honour upon him, by whom they were 
redeemed ; through whoſe means they were 
carried ſafe through the temptations of this 
world, and were enabled to perſevere to the 


end, notwithſtanding the difficulties they met 
with? If it be true, as.it certainly is, that 


they who be wiſe ſhall ſtine as the brightneſſe "_ xi, | 


the firmament, and they that turn many to righ- * 
teouneſſe, as the ftars for ever and ever: how 
glorious is Jeſus, the ſource of this wiſdom, 
the ſpring of this zeal for truth and virtue 


Cz 2. He 


1 Cor. i. 
We 


fections in Chriſt will then be. glorified, and 


y Secondh, we are to conſider, what per- 


appear illuſtrious. And it is reaſonable to' 
ſuppoſe, that his wiſdom, his power, and 
his faithfulneſſe will then be very conſpicuous, 

1.) His wiſdom, The - preaching of the 
Eroſſe has appeared fooliſhnefſe to many in 
this world: but then it will be manifeſt, be- 
yond the poſſibility of farther doubt and que- 
ſtion, that the fooliſhneſſe of God, that divine 
Gſpenſation, which many had deſpiſed, was 
wiſer than all the wiſdom of men. Some in- 
deed, yea not a few, do now perceive and 


acknowledge it to be a well laid deſign, ad- 


1 Cor. i. 


mirably ſuited to the weakneſſe and degene- 
racy of the human nature. And they are 
ready to ſay with the Apoſtle: O the depth of 
the riches both of the wiſdom and the knowledge 
of God! And that God hath abounded toward 
us in all w dom and prudence. But at that 
time the contrivance of this diſpenſation will 
appear ſtill more wonderful. It will be ma- 
nifeſt, particularly in the great number of the 
ſaints then collected, and brought together in 
one, from the ſeveral parts of the world ; 

to whom Chriſt has been made of God mike, 
and righteouſneſſe, and ſantti ification, and re- 


demption. It 


| (13) 
It is indeed a vaſt and delightful ſcene of 
contemplation, which will then lye open to 
the ſaints; to obſerve the original deſign, ſe- 
veral ſteps, continued progreſſe, and final 
completion of the recoverie and ſalvation of, 
ſo many frail and ſinful men, by Jeſus Chriſt; 
and to obſerve the extent of his government 
of the church, and the world in general, in 
the ſeveral parts and ages of it, from the 
time of his exaltation to the right hand of the 
throne of God, to that great and glorious day, 
when all mankind are brought before his tri- 
bunal. 

2.) At that time the power of Chriſt will be 
glorified. It will appear great and wonderful 
in the reſurrection of the ſaints, juſt perform- 
ed by his word, This is what our Lord ſpoke 

of, as ſo marvellous, in anſwer to ſome ca- 

vils of the Jews: For the Father loveth the ow = 5 
Son, and ſheweth him all things that himſelf © 
doth. And be will ſhew him greater things 
than theſe, that ye may marvel, For as the 
Father raiſeth up the dead, and quickeneth them, 

even ſo the Son quickeneth whom he will. * 


— 0 FI "UY 


| Marvel not af this, for the hour is coming, in 
| the zohich all that are in their graves ſhall 
| hear his voice, and come forth; they that have 
done good unto the reſurrettion of life, and 

they 


C1 


they that have done evil unto the reſurrettion of 


damnation. 


3.) Another perfection, to be glorified at 
that time, is the truth, or farthfulneſſe of Chriſt, 


This is the day for the full accompliſhment of 


all his promiſes, upon which his people have 


John 158 
2. 


depended, and by which they have been ani- 
mated in the whole of their courſe. Here he 
delivered rules of life, and made gracious pro- 
miſesto ſuch as obeyed them. He encouraged 
men to forſake all earthly goods for his fake 
and the goſpel, aſſuring them of abundant re- 
compenſe hereafter, In his conference with 
Nicodemus he uſeth theſe expreſſions: Veri- 


i. by Tay unto thee : We ſpeak what we do know, 


and teftify that we have ſeen. In his preach- 
ing he publicly declared with the — 


. ſolemnity: This is the Father's will which 


hath ſent me, that. of all which he hath given 
me, I ſhould boſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up 
at the laſt day. And this is the will of him 
that ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the 


Son, and believeth on him, may have everlaſt- 


ing life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day. Once more, he ſays to his diſciples : 
In my Father's houſe are many manſions : If it 
auere not ſo, I would have told you. Upon the 
ground of a clear conviction of his divine au- 

thority 


RS 
thority and character, which he claimed, and 
a perſwaſion of the truth of all his declarati- 
ons and promiſes, his people have acted as 
they have done. They have given themſelves 
up to him, and obeyed him. They have 


been induced to ſeek principally ſuch things. 


as are now diſtant and unſeen ; and not to 
prefer, but oftentimes to forego the pleaſures, 
poſſeſſions, honours of this preſent world, 


? 


and every thing deſirable therein, in hope of 


being raiſed up. by him to immortal life and 
everlaſting happineſſe. So they have acted: 
ſo they have believed, and truſted in him. 
And now his truth is manifeſt in the event. 
Thoſe things, which were once the objects 
of defire and hope, are poſſeſſed and enjoyed. 


His faithfulneſſe was believed before, and 


there was good evidence of the truth of all he 
ſayd, and they who depended upon it, acted 
wiſely and reaſonably : but now it is even 
ſeen, Not one jot or tittle of his word has 
fallen to the ground, but all is fulfilled. 
Not one of thoſe little ones, whom men de- 
ſpiſed, has periſhed, whom he had aſſured 
that it was the good pleaſure of the Father to 
give them a kingdom. Not one of thoſe, 
whom the Father had given him, is wanting, 
but all his ſheep are placed at his right hand. 

His 


Matth. v. 


11, 12. 


Matth. 


| 1 16 \ 
His truth and faithfulneſſe may be farther 
illuſtrated, at that time, by the por de- 
grees of honour and glory conferred upon 
thoſe, whoſe virtue has been eminent, and 
tried by great difficulties and ſufferings here; 
Many indeed, and great are the 
ments, Ws he gave in the courſe of his mi- 


niſtry to thoſe who ſhould be eminent, ſted- 


faſt and conſtant in virtue. And future re- 
wards will certainly be anſwerable to thoſe 
encouraging declarations, and the hopes he 
has raiſed by them. Bleſſed are ye, ſays he, 
when men ſhall revile you and perſecute you, and 
ſhall ſay all manner of evil of you. falſly for my 
Jake : Regoice and be exceeding glad : for great 
is your reward in heaven. When the diſciples 
defired to know, who ſhould be greateſt in 


un, kingdom of heaven, he did not deny that 


there would be diſtinctions therein: but inti- 
mates, that he who ſhould be moſt humble, 
and for the ſake of truth and the good of 
mankind, moſt abaſe himſelf, would in the 
end be moſt exalted, and be greateſt in the 
kingdom of heaven. When the two 1 
petitioned, 70 fit, the one on the right | 
and the other on the left, in his kingdom, KC 
did not grant their requeſt ; aſſuring them it 
was not * be determined by him, 
upon 


*. K. A. 


the baptiſm, with which he uus to be baptiſed ; 
that is, to ſuffer in teſtimony to truth, if 


( 5) 
upon the ground of any perſonal regards and 
conſiderations, Nevertheleſ he adds: N ſhall Mare. xt. 
be given to them for bum it is prepared of my ** 
Father. And he infinuates to them, that 
one way of being neareſt to him in his glory; 
is to drink of his cup, and be baptiſed with 


called thereto, In figurative expreſſions he 
pronounces a ſpecial bleſſing upon men of u- 
niform virtue and obedience. Bled are theſe Lali i. 
ſervants, whom the Lord, when be cometh ſhall *”* 
find watching. Verily, I ſay unto you, that he 

ſhall gird himſelf, and make them to fit down 

to meat, and will come forth and ſerve them. 

When Thomas, upon the ground of an over- 
bearing evidence, admitted the truth of his 


reſurrection, our Lord graciouſly accepted the 


profeſſion of faith which he made : But at 
the ſame time, he breaks forth into a ſuperior 
commendation of ſuch as ſhould be better diſ- 
poſed to truth. Jeſus ſaith unto bim: Tho- Fob K. 
mas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt be- 29. 
lie ved: Bleſſed are they tohich have nt ſeen, 
and yet have believed. 

Agrecable hereto are many declarations of 
the A For, ſays St. Paul, our light 2 Ce. it; 

D.. ”. afflittion ij. 


A 8 3 | 
afliftio, which is but for @ moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 


1 Pet. i.7. of glory. And St. Peter: That the gu 


your faith, being much more precious than of guld 
that periſheth, though it be tried with fire, may be 
found unto praiſe and honour and glory at the ap- 
pearing of Feſus Chriſt : that is, they who 
when tried by difficulties and ſufferings in the 
cauſe of truth, are not thereby overcome, 
but ſtill continue faithful, and are only more 
and more refined and ſanctiſied, ſhall receive 
- abundance of honour and praiſe at the appear- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Hereby the Lord will be glorified ; when 
the truth and equity of his i ſhall be 
manifeſt in rewards, proportioned to his decla- 
rations, and the great hopes he had raiſed in 
the minds of the fincere and upright. The 
cauſe of virtue is then compleatly vindicated 


by him, Every inſtance of right conduct is 


recompenſed. And the moſt eminent virtue, 
which here on earth is ſometimes expoſed to 
the- greateſt difficulties, and the worlt re- 
proaches, receives an equal reward, This is 
glorious to the judge of the world. 


Theſe are perfections of Chriſt, which are 
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glorified by the perfect holineſſe, external 
glory, and great number of his people. For, 
as the Apoſtle fays, Whether one member ſuf." * 
fer, all the members ſuffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice in 
it: ſo alſo is Chriſt, the head, honoured and 
glorified in the honour of each faint, much 
more in the honour and glory of the whole 
church, which is his body, This is the day, 
when good men, of all ages and nations, of 
every rank and condition, of different capaci- 
ties and attainments, who have lived under 
the ſeveral diſpenſations of reaſon and revela- 

tion, make up one viſible and harmonious 
n aſſembly. Nor is there any longer one mem- 
ber of the church ſuffering, or tempted : All 
4 have finiſhed their courſe, and their warfare 
2 ; accompliſhed. In the ſtile of the Revela- 

q tion, they are clothed in white robes, with palms Rev. vi 
1 . hands, the enſigns of victory and tri- 9 


4 It is then a day glorious to Chriſt, and a 
day of unſpeakable joy to his people. He 


muſt be honoured and revered by thoſe allo, 
to whom his appearance is not joyful. For 
all the unjuſt neglect and contempt of him and 


r 


1 


„„ 

his people are for ever confuted, and put to 
ſhame ; and a full conviction is wrought in 
the minds of all, concerning the reaſonable. 
neſſe of the gracious promiſes formerly made 
in favour of virtue, and the great rewards now 
conferred upon it, 

It is, moreover, reaſpnable to ſuppoſe, that 
at this time Chriſt will be very glorious in the 
eſteem of the bleſſed angels, and all orders of 
intelligent beings. For the angels are ſaid to 


Heb. i. 14. be miniſtring ſpirits ſent forth to miniſter to 


I Pet. bo 
+ ve 


them, who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. And 
they defired to look into thoſe things, that were | 
done at the publication of the goſpel. It may 
be therefore juſtly concluded, that they like- 
wiſe partake in the joy and acclamations of 
this day; and that in their eyes, or well as in 
thoſe of his people, Chriſt is glorified : eſpe- 
cially ſince they are ſpoken of as preſent at 


Fee alſo this time, and coming as attendants on the 


eV. V. 


1114. 


Pu or. III. 


judge of the world. 


III. When Chriſt comes again, he will be 
admired, particularly, by all them that believe, 
Three things will appear admirable at that 
time: Chriſt's perſonal glory, the greatneſfe 
of his love in what he has done for his peopke, 


and 
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and his goodneſſe in the kind reception he 
gives them, and the great reward he beftows 
upon 
$4 Ghrift s perſonal glory, He comes on 
the clouds, with an innumerable company of 
the heavenly inhabitants in his train. And 
many awful appearances there will be to en- 
creaſe the grandeur and ſolemnity of that day. 
There will be alſo the glory of his own per- 
ſon, ſuited to his real dignity, and the great 
characters he ſuſtains, of head of the church 
and judge of the world. Once, when he was 
on earth, in the days of his humiliation, he 
was gloriouſly transformed in the view of 
three of his diſciples : His face did ſhine as 
the fun, and his raiment became white as the 
light, The deſcription given of that one 
tranſient glorification may help us to ſome 
imperfect idea of the preſent glory of the hu- 
man nature of Chriſt in his ſtate of exaltation, 
and of that in which he will appear, when he 
comes to judge the world. But though we 
cannot now diſtinctly conceive of it, we may 
be aſſured it will be ſuch, as will raiſe the 
wonder of all, and afford every believer a 
pleaſing ſurpriſe and joy, Each faint will 
haye a glory of his own, with which he will 
| de 


(22) 
be fatisfied ; All will admire, and be delight. 
ed with the tranſcendent glory and majeſty 

of him who is their common Lord and head, 
2. Another thing that will be admired at 
that time is the love of Chriſt in what he has 
done for bis people, in order to bring them to the 
glorious and happy circumſtances in which they 
then appear. This was always matter of won» 
der to thoſe who duly conſidered it. It will 
hereafter appear more admirable. It was ow- 
ing to the doctrine taught by him in a mean 
condition, and farther confirmed by his pain- 
ful death and glorious reſurrection, that their 
hearts were won to God and virtue, It was 


Heb. xii, by looking unto Feſus, who endured the croſſe, de- 


ſpifing the ſhame, and then ſate down on the right 
band of the throne of God ; that they laid afide 

every weight, and ran with patience the race that 
was ſet before them. If he had not firſt over- 
come neither had they overcome, as they have 
done, the allurements and terrours of an evil 
world. His victory encouraged them, and made 
them conquerours. So it is in the Apoſile's 


Rem. viii. triumphant, challenge: Who ſhall ſeparate us 
3 37 from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or 


diſtreſſe, or perſecution ....? Nay, in all 
theſe things we are more than conquerours, 


through him that loved us. 
1 * 


\ 


( 23) 

1 Another thing, that will be admired by 
them that believe, is the goodneſſe of Chriſt 
in the kind and gracious reception he gives 
them, and the reward he beſtows upon them, 
This may be argued from the repreſentation, 
which our Lord himſelf has given of the ſo- 
lemn procedure at the end of the world: 


Then ſhall the king ſay unto them on the right zus. 
band: Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the xv. *4+ | 


kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. For Iuas an hungred, and ye gave me 
meat; thirſty, and ye gave me drink ; a ſtranger, 
and ye took me in. Then ſhall the righteous 
anſwer unto him, ſaying : Lord, when ſaw 
we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirfiy, 
aol gi thee drink ? It will appear amazing 
goodneſſe in him, to conſider, and reward 
acts of kindneſſe, done to their afflicted and 
neceſſitous brethren, as done to himſelf ; eſpe- 
cially as they are conſcious, that the princi- 
ple of virtue, from which thoſe good works 
have proceeded, was formed by his care and 
inſtitution, and was owing to that love, 
wherewith he firſt loved them, in living a 
life of ſorrows, and dying a painful death for 
their ſake, 


Thus 


( 24) 


Apliat Thus we Ry meditated a while upon the 


Marth. 
xiii. 16, 


ſeveral parts of this text. And we perceive; 


the day of Chriſt's ſecond coming will be a 


day of great ſplendour and magnificence. And 


ſhall it not be a day of joy unto us? ſhall we 


Not partake in the glory and triumphs of that 


time? This well deſerves our conſideràtion. 
It was a deſirable thing, to ſee the Saviour of 
the world, when clothed in the ſinleſs infirmi- 
ties of the human nature, It muſt be much 
more defirable, to ſee him coming in his 
glory. But neither of theſe his comings is of 
advantage unto all. They were his diſciples 


only, and ſuch others, as attentively heard 


his words, and received them into _ and 
honeſt hearts, who were entitled to a bleſ- 
ſing, as he ſays to them: Bleſſed are your | 
eyes, for they ſee; and your ears, for they 
hear. So it will be likewiſe in the time of his 
ſecond coming. He appears to compleat the 
redemption of thoſe only, whoſe ſalvation 
was here, and who were made meet 


to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſons 


of God. 
This text leads us to two things , neceſlary 


to our ir ſeeing Chriſt with joy; 1 we be 
faint}, 


(23 ) 

ſaints, and believers; or, that we have a 
faith, which purifyes the heart, and produces 
N of righteouſneſſe in our lives. So let 

prepared for the coming of the Lord. 
And let us be diligent, that we may be found of : Per. i. 
him in\ peace, without ſpot and blameleſs, Let "= 
us be ſuch in the frame of our mind, and in 
all our actions, at every ſeaſon, that we may 
be ready to meet him, when-ever he comes. 
| Theſe are they, whom Chriſt pronounceth 
bleſſed, as before ſhewn, His words at length 
are theſe; Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, whom the Lute xii. 
| Lord, when be cometh, ſhall find watching. ”' © 
Perily 1 fay-unto you, that he will gird himſelf, 
and make them fit down to meat, and will come 
forth and ſerve them, And if he ſhall come in 
the ſecond watch, or come in the third watch, 
and find them ſo, bleſſed are thoſe ſervants. 


% 


May this be our caſe, as we have reaſon to The Cha- | 
believe it was that of our Honoured Paſtour, 
whoſe death we, and many others, now la- 
ment! At the fame time we ought to be 
thankful, that he has been ſo long upheld by 
his Lord and Maſter in his ſervice, and parti- 
cularly, as paſtour of this congregation, for 
the ſpace of forty years and upwards: Of 

E | which 
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which relation to this ſociety, and the hw 
monie that had all along reigned therein, he 
ſpeaks with ſatisfaction in the preface to his 

iſcourſes on the principal Repreſentations of 
the Meſſiah, throughout the Old Teſtament : 
« Recommending them particularly to thoſe 
c of his own charge, to whom he had then 
te ſtood ſo long related, and with whom. he 

* had lived in an uninterrupted peace, 
« and with many marks of a diſtinguiſh- 
te ing reſpect: which is to your, as 
well as his honour. He . concludes that 
preface with theſe words, ſhewing what was 
the conſtant aim of his labours, and what 
the reward he moſt deſired : © Such as they 
te are, ſays he, J make a humble facrifice of 
© them to the honour of the bleſſed Re- 
“ deemer, and lay them at his feet: having 
* no higher ambition in this world, than to 
e ſerve his intereſt, and be accepted of him, 
tr nor higher expectation and hope, than to 
«© be with him, and behold his glory.“ 

His ſermons in the ſtated courſe of his mi- 
niſtry were judicious, and practical, filled 
with juſt ſentiments, and texts of ſcripture 
aptly applied ; compoſed with great * 

| 0 


1 
of expreſſion, and exactneſſe of order and 
method; ſuited to meaner, as well as better 
capacities; the fruit of much ſtudy, and ſe- 
rious thought and conſideration, The ſub- 
jects of his preaching were of a large compaſle, 
taking in the general principles of religion, 
with the grounds and evidences of them, and 
the important duties of the Chriſtian life, re- 
commended by forcible motives and conſide- 
rations : Not neglecting any of the various 
wants and exigences of men, but aiming, by 
proper and well-chofen arguments, to awaken 
the ſecure, quicken the ſlothful, comfort the 
afflicted, and ſtrengthen the weak: Nor al- 
ways laying the foundations of religion, but 
carrying on good beginings toward perfection. 
Thus, as a faithful ſteward and wiſe over- 
ſeer, he divided to every one a portion, How 
he performed ſome other branches of his pa- 
ſtoral office, many of you muſt likewiſe be 
very ſenſible, and can bear teſtimony to the 
fidelity and tenderneſſe, with which he ad- 
moniſhed, warned, adviſed, comforted, in 
private, as the circumſtances of things requir- 
ed, His performances at the public ordinati- 
ons of miniſters were always greatly eſteemed. 

E 2 Ia 


; ( 28 ) 
In funeral diſcourſes, whether for miniſters, 
or other uſeful Chriſtians, he had a happy art 
of giving the beſt likeneſſe without flatterie, 
His delivery, as you well know, was grave 
and manly, entirely free from affectation, 
with very little action, in a word, worthy of 
himſelf, As his affiſtance was much defired 
in many other places, and his preaching was 
generally acceptable ; I truſt there are many, 
to whom he has been, under God, the inſtru- 
ment of forming a principle of virtue, and of 
cheriſhing and emproving it by the word of 
God diſpenſed by him ; who ſhall be to him, 
in the great day, a crown of glory and re- 
joicing, Notwithſtanding the exactneſſe of 
his own compoſitions, he was a candid hearer 
of others ; and was a true friend, as well as 
an excellent pattern to younger miniſters, in 
preaching and in converſation, 5 

In his family he was a watchful guar- 
dian, a faithful monitor, an affectionate 
friend, | | 

He had a great command of his temper 
and his words. He was ſcarce ever ſeen to 
be angry, He very ſeldom fayd any thing 
to the diſadvantage of any one, And was 
: | | much 
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much more apt to commend, than - find 
fault. 

He was a ſteady friend. If any, who 
ſtood in that relation to him, came into 
trouble; he did not deſert them, but liberal- 
ly relieved, and affectionately comforted 
them, and perſiſted to take care of them un- 
der continued diſtrefſes and afflitions ; though 
ſometimes ſome ſuch returns were made, as 
could not be altogether agreeable. 

He was happy in the eſteem and reſpect of 
great numbers of his brethren in the mini- 
ſry, and many others; men of much read- 
ing, ſound judgement, unqueſtioned probity, 
and eminent in their ſeveral ſpheres and ſtati- 
ons. Not now to infiſt on the regard ſhewn - 
him by thoſe of the congregation, to which 
he was more eſpecially related, and in whom 
he had much comfort : which was mention- 
ed before. 

He ſcarce ever loſt any friendſhip entirely. 
For being always maſter of himſelf, he never 
irritated by haſty and offenſive expreſſions 
the diſpleaſure, which any through prejudice 
might conceive againſt him. And, as good- 
will had never ceaſed, nor enmity taken place, 

2 50 
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en his part, when opportunities offered ; 
(which were not unlikely to happen, conſider. 
Ing his reputation and influence in the world ; 
he chearfully performed offices of kindnefſ 
for ſuch perſons, or their friends, and there. 
by laid them under freſh obligations. Thus 
he overcame evil with good, and regained 
the love and eſteem of thoſe, who for a 
while had been eftranged from him. 


He was a fincere friend of religious and ci- 


vil liberty. And was always of a catholic 
ſpirit, loving good Chriſtians of every com- 
munion. 

Such were his attainments, that it may be 
well ſuppoſed he was particularly fitted for 
the converſation of men of rank, and of ex- 
tenſive knowledge. But he could condeſcend. 

And in the ſociety of meaner perſons he was 
the ſame man; as well-pleafed, and as free 
and communicative, as in any other; pro- 
vided he found an inquiſitive temper, an 
ſome good underſtanding in the things of re- 
ligion. In thoſe feafons he appeared very a- 
miable to ſuch as were attentive, and diſpoſed 
to obſerve. 

The beſt judges have acknowledged the 

| pieces 
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pieces publiſhed by him, which conſiſt of {@- 


veral volumes, and are upon divers ſubjects and 


occaſions, to be the works of a mnt hand. 
How conſtant he was in the public ſervices 
of his miniſterial office in this place, and how 
frequent elſewhere, are things well known, 
And when it is conſidered how laboured and 
finiſhed all his compoſitions were; and that, 
beſides, he read much, both ancient and mo- 
dern authors ; had a numerous acquaintance, 
and a large epiſtolary correſpondence ; and 
that with care he reviſed many works of his 
learned friends, and kindly forwarded ſome 
of them to public view, and performed a- 
bundance of other good offices in private, 
and had a concern in many great and uſeful 
deſigns of a more public nature; it may be 
ſomewhat difficult to conceive, how he 
ſhould have ſufficient time and ſtrength for 
what he did. But he was bleſſed with a moſt 
ready apprehenſion, which fitted him for 
quick diſpatch ; and moreover, he loved em- 
ployment, and could endure long and cloſe _ 
application, | 
But to draw to a concluſion : Dr. HAR RIS 
may be ſaid to have excelled among good 


men, 


(632) 

men, on dee e hd ts of virtues 
poſſeſſed by him in a conſpicuous degree, and 
on account of the great uniformity of his 
temper and conduct in the ſeveral occurrences 
of his life. Among great men, in. like man- 
ner, he had a diſtinction, inaſmuch as there 
have been few, in whom ſo many accom- 
pliſhments have met together and been united, 
And what may ſerve to confirm this part of 
the character, however exalted it may appear, 
is his great reputation in the world, which 
- ® began very early, and continued to the laſt; 
not ſought by him, but attending him, as the 
ſhadow and concomitant of his merit. 

By the greatneſſe of his capacity he was 
qualified fo the higheſt ſtations in life, and 
might have ſhjned therein, But it is as glo- 

rious 


* Dr. Hart is was for a ſhort time Aſſiſtant to Mr. Read in 


Gravel Lane, Southwark. In 1698. the 23d year of 


his age, he was choſen to ſucceed the very eminent Mr, Ti- 
mothy Cruſoe in the paſtoral care of the congregation in 
Crouched Fryars, London. In 1703. he was entruſted by the 
Executors of Mr. Nathanael Taylor with the publication of 
the poſtumous papers of that celebrated preacher; to which 
he prefixed a preface, an example of that excellent manner, 


by which all his writings are diſtinguiſhed. How great his 


credit has been of late years, is well known. I add no more. 
But, for fome faither memoirs of Dr.' Harris, would refer to 
the funeral ſermon preached by Dr. Groſvenor. 
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rious to deſpiſe great things, as to ſeek and 
obtain them. Merit is an intrinſic thing, and 
depends not upon outward advantages. Nor 
is hisat oll che leſs for chooſing to ſerve God, 
and abiding in the way maſt agreeable, to. his 
own judgement,” and endeayouring to be uſe- 
ful among thoſe Chriſtians, who were much 
of the ſame mind with himſelf; to whom 
he has been an ornament, and will be a laſt- 
ing Honour. 


4 


The relation that has ſubſiſted between ci 


this excellent perſon and us, is now diſſolved 
and broken by the ſtroke of death. And it 
becomes us to ſubmit aur wills to the divine 
will and pleaſure, and to acquieſce in this af- 
flicive and diſcouraging event. But there 

are alſo other duties incumbent on us. It is 


« drodien hs poſtle : Remember them Heb. xii. 


at have had the _ over you, who have 
Alden to you the. word of God : and confider- 
ing the end of their converſation, their ſtedfaſt- 
neſſe and perſeverance, follow their faith. 
There is honour and reſpect due to the me- 
morie of ſuch, And we ought likewiſe to 
imitate their virtues, We ſhould recolle& 
the inſtructions that have been given us, and 
F con- 


634) 
continue to follow and obey chem. We arg 


to be thankful for the bleſſing we have en⸗ 
| Joyed ; and are alſo to conſider, that we have 
re- of which we muſt give an ac- 

If we ſhall be able to give a good ac- 
e this will be joyful to thoſe 
who have been our guides and inſtructore, 
and to ourſelves. 3 and * 
then, receive a full reward. 


THE END. 


